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Our vision for language learning 
 

At Dame Catherine’s we aim for language learning to be embedded in every aspect of school and for every child to have the confidence and curiosity 

to develop their own language learning pathway as they move towards adulthood. We incorporate experiences of children and adults within our 

school community to provide a variety of opportunities for children to learn about and celebrate other languages and connect with cultures other 

than their own. In using a variety of resources to learn alongside the children, we demonstrate that we are all language learners.  
 

 

Intent : what we teach and why we teach it 
 

 
Language sessions are lively and interactive. Staff make learning fund and memorable and  learning is influenced by the children’s interests. 
Children who speak or learn another language are encouraged to share their knowledge and experiences in school and we celebrate other 
languages spoken in school. We recognise that many of our families have relationships with other countries, cultures and languages and that 
language learning is championed by many parents in our small community. Many of our flexi-school families use their time outside of school to 
learn languages which are important to their family and we support this whole-heartedly, alongside opportunities to be involved in linguistic and 
educational experiences outside of learning at school. 
 
We believe that language is an important part of any culture. Intercultural understanding is at the heart of our curriculum. We seek to work 
alongside our families to support children to comprehend and navigate cultural differences through knowledge, skills, and positive attitudes like 
empathy and respect, and to provide them with the confidence to interact in diverse settings by recognising ad appreciating similarities and 
differences between their own culture and others. Language learning is an important part of this learning.  
 
We believe therefore that it is important to go beyond stereotypes and introduce children to authentic resources where possible.  
We recognise and accept that and that language learning and an ability to communicate with others can take many forms, including using 
technology to support this. It is more important than ever to provide exposure to a range of languages and access to tools to support language 
learning and our approach is to develop skills and structures which are transferrable to learning other languages. Exposing children to text and 



listen to different languages early on in their language learning journey will help them to gain the confidence to read and listen to other languages 
rather than have a mindset of ‘I can’t speak or understand this language.’  
 
Children aged 3-11 have the opportunity to learn languages. We believe that language learning is far more than simply learning one language 
such as French or Spanish and provide children with as much exposure to other languages as possible, alongside progressing one or two 
languages – currently these being Spanish and German. Our younger children currently learn Spanish and older children learn German. However, 
through our innovative curriculum projects we provide opportunities do learn small amounts of other languages – French, Chinese, Swahili, 
Korean and Italian to name a few.  
 
We are fortunate that we have staff with languages degrees within our current staff at Dame Catherine’s, hence our chosen languages being 
Spanish and German, where we have specialist subject knowledge. Both staff also have the experience and ability to teach French. 
Our headteacher has a background in teaching languages and supporting schools to develop language learning. 
 
 

Implementation: what this looks like in practice 
 

 

This will be through a combination of curriculum themes and discrete opportunities. A significant number of the smaller challenge questions will 

include language learning. Theme days or weeks and preparing for performances will play a role in supporting this model, as will our ‘Off Piste’ 

work, where we respond to events happening in the world and experiences or ideas from individual children. For example, to celebrate Chinese 

New Year, our children frequently have an opportunity to write Chinese characters or sing a Chinese song. 

 

Our model has a high degree of flexibility so that we can respond to the ideas and needs of current groups of children and cater for our mixed-

age and part time groups. We can therefore expand our coverage and give the teaching staff the ability to tailor contexts using their professional 

judgement from knowing their children. This also helps us to be more agile and benefit from resources available, including adult expertise, which 

support us in providing exciting and relevant learning experiences. Key skill areas are built into these progression and coverage documents to 

ensure that children progress in ‘becoming a linguist’ as they move through the school. 

 

As the children move up the school, we increasingly focus on ensuring that children are encouraged to be able to create their own spoken and 
written text, for example creating their own roleplays or films. They are taught to use key structures to create sentences, to substitute words, to 
look up their own words etc. Progressing beyond word level and being able to ‘create’ is an important factor in promoting enjoyment and 
confidence and our planning incorporates valuable opportunities to ensure this happens. 
 



Impact: the effects of the experiences the children have in DCHS 
 

 

Through our discussions with children, it will be evident that they have a love of language learning. Their improving skills and confidence will be 
evident from their contributions in lessons. They will show a increasing knowledge of vocabulary,  begin to be able to read text and understand 
the spoken word and create their own text using structures they have learned.  Children are inspired to further develop their knowledge and love 
of learning languages so that they are curious about language they come across inside and outside of school. 
 

 
Our curriculum  
 
Our progression document is developed to recognise that learning might not necessarily be according to age, but their starting point in learning a 
given specific language and their experience with learning other languages upon which they might build.  
 
The document is therefore based on three language learning progression phases rather than split by age group. The first will ordinarily incorporate 
the initial years of learning a language, up until 8 or 9 years and the second will ordinarily be our aim for children by the time they reach the end of 
primary school. Each phase includes a section on knowledge, understanding and language learning skills and a section on Language Learning and 
How Languages Learning Works (which suggests progression in terms of grammar and knowledge about language.) 

 
 

Phase 1 

Listen and show understanding (L)  

• Repeat words modelled by the teacher 

• Show understanding of single words and short phrases through a physical response 
 

Explore patterns and sounds of the language. Link the spelling sound and meaning of words   (L & R) 

• Identify rhyming words and particular sounds for eg. in songs, rhymes and short spoken extracts 

• Recognise commonly used rhyming sounds 

• Compare some of the sound-spelling patterns to English 

• Follow the text of familiar rhymes and songs and identify the meanings of words. 
• Identify the meanings of words from using their knowledge of sound- spelling links 

 



Develop accurate pronunciation (S) 

• Imitate pronunciation of sounds 

• Identify and recognise individual sounds in a word and pronounce accurately in sequence 

• Read and recognise letter strings in familiar words and use knowledge to support pronunciation 

• Begin to observe silent letter rules etc if appropriate to the language 
 

Present information, ideas and opinions orally to a range of audiences and for a range of purposes (S) 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and independently sourced vocabulary , phrases and basic language structures (S) 

• Name nouns and present a rehearsed simple statement for example about themselves, objects, people or places. Include simple descriptions and 
opinions. Join in with telling parts of a simple story.  

• Memorise and present a short spoken text 
 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and independently sourced vocabulary , phrases and basic language structures (S) 

• Name objects and use familiar vocabulary to say simple sentences (using a scaffold ) 

Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  (R & S) 

• Join in with actions to accompany familiar songs, stories and rhymes. 

• Say a simple rhyme from memory; join in with words of a song or re-tell short parts of a story. Spontaneously re-read some sentences with expression. 
 

Engage in conversations using familiar vocabulary and independently sourced vocabulary; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others (R & S) 

• Recognise several simple and familiar questions and respond with a simple rehearsed response.  

• Take part in a simple exchange by using memorised / rehearsed questions and answers  

• Engage in simple conversations with a partner and express a simple opinion  
 

Use language for real purposes in the classroom including seeking clarification and help (S) 

• Use target language for organisational matters eg. asking for certain items, asking for help, asking for a word.  

 

read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing (R) 

• Read and show understanding of familiar single words, simple familiar phrases and short sentences. 

• Know some basic high-frequency words.  
• Be able to pick out some cognates to support them with reading and understanding.  



broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary (R) 

• Use different strategies for memorisation of vocabulary. 

• Use context to predict the meaning of new words. 

• Begin to use glossaries, lists or online translators to find out the meanings of new words 
 

Read and understand  a variety of text types  (R) 

• Be aware of different text types and compare with English. 

• Identify text types and be aware of their purpose, both fiction and non-fiction texts, by their style and layout. (poems, playscripts, recipes, e-mail messages, web pages, 

weather forecasts, instructions for making something, letters, adverts, posters, songs, diaries)  

• Begin to work with simple authentic texts to read and pick out possible meanings of simple familiar and short sentences. 

 

Write phrases from memory using familiar vocabulary, and adapt these to create new basic sentences, using familiar and independently sources vocabulary and phrases. 

Manipulate language to create sentences (W) 

• Write or copy simple words correctly, label items and select appropriate words to complete short phrases or sentences.  

• Write 2 or 3 simple sentences on a familiar topic using a model.  

• Write some familiar words and phrases from memory with approximate spelling.  

 

Present information, ideas and opinions in written form for a variety of audiences and purposes for eg. describing people, places and objects, writing instructions, diaries, 

poems etc. (W) 

• Write a few simple sentences on a familiar topic using a model eg. to say what they like / don’t like, what they have / don’t have or to present or describe something.  

 

Apply  phonic knowledge of the language to support spelling as appropriate to their stage of learning / make phonetically plausible attempts when writing words (W) 

• Recognise the similarities and differences with English sound-spelling links 

• Apply phonic knowledge learnt to support them spelling familiar words, and suggest possibilities for spelling some new words they hear. 

 

Use dictionaries to support speaking and writing (S & W) 

• Begin to use glossaries, lists or online translators to identify a word they would like to say or write. 

 



How Language Learning Works  

Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-
frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English 

 

• Understand the concept of cognates and how using their knowledge of English can support language learning 

• Understand that idea of using context applies to all languages and begin to use the context of what they hear / read to determine meaning and make sensible 
deductions 

• Be aware of word classes such as nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs and connectives and be aware of the similarities with English. Understand the function of these 
word classes 

• Sort words into categories 

• Identify nouns, verbs and adjectives  in spoken and written text 

• Recognise question forms and negatives and begin to use question forms 

• Use 1st and 2nd person pronouns to talk about themselves and ask questions of someone else 

• Recognise conventions of politeness in the use of formal and informal address  including the fact that some languages have different forms of 2nd person pronouns 

• Recognise that many languages are spoken in the UK and across the world 

• Recognise and apply simple agreements to form plurals 

• Recognise different text types and that how the layouts and features compare with those found in English 

• Know that some languages have different writing systems 

• Know a range of adjectives and use these in simple phrases to give simple opinions  

• Know a small number of high frequency verbs (such as to be, to have, to like, to dislike ) and be able to form these in the 1st and 2nd person 

• Construct a simple sentence with a noun, verb and adjective 

• Apply some of the basic phonic knowledge of the language they are learning to support reading and writing 

• Recognise how languages relate and connect to each other and identify possible reasons 

• Consider different ways for learning new words 

• Use a glossary or word list 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Phase 2 

 

Listen and show understanding (L) 

• Showing understanding of familiar phrases and sentences. Begin to understand some complex sentences when spoken. Pick out key words for understanding a 

sentence when spoken and also using gist with some unfamiliar words. Begin to identify a range of types of spoken language for different purposes and audiences. 

Explore patterns and sounds of the language. Link the spelling sound and meaning of words   (L & R) 

• Children link sound, spelling and meaning in familiar words. They can apply a broad range of sound spelling patterns to enable them to read and understand words and 

phrases, including some unfamiliar words and phrases. 

Develop accurate pronunciation (S) 

• Read and pronounce familiar words accurately. 

• recognise a broader range of letter strings in a familiar and unfamiliar words to support pronunciation 

• start to predict the pronunciation of unfamiliar words using knowledge of sound-spelling links and silent letters.  

• Observe silent letter rules etc more confidently  if appropriate to the language 

Present information, ideas and opinions orally to a range of audiences and for a range of purposes (S) 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and independently sourced vocabulary , phrases and basic language structures (S) 

• Pupils can prepare a short presentation on a simple topic containing a few sentences. They can present information and ideas by creating podcasts or short videos for a 

variety of purposes and audiences.  

• The use a language scaffold to present information, and descriptions in simple sentences using familiar and rehearsed language and are beginning to use simple 

sentence structures to recount, persuade, give instructions etc. 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and independently sourced vocabulary , phrases and basic language structures (S) 

• Use a broader range of familiar vocabulary and some independently -sourced / new vocabulary to say sentences in a wider variety of contexts. They are beginning to 

link sentences using a small number of connectives. They are beginning to create and say their own sentences using familiar language and independently -sourced / 

new vocabulary and occasionally substitute items of vocabulary to vary phrases or sentences. 

Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  (R & S) 

• Read / sing aloud the text of a familiar song or story or poem. 

• Read and understand the gist of an unfamiliar text using familiar language 

 



Engage in conversations using familiar vocabulary and independently sourced vocabulary; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others (R & S) 

• Ask a wider range of questions and give fuller responses using some complex questions. Express opinions and justify reasons. 

• Use new vocabulary researched independently and appropriate to the subject matter to for eg. to give a simple response 

• Take part in basic ‘group talk’ ie. a simple conversation with a group of peers, giving opinions in a small range of themes. 

Use language for real purposes in the classroom including seeking clarification and help (S) 

• Pupils respond to the teacher in the target language for simple exchanges. They are able to express a basic problem and use basic sentences to express emotions or 

feelings. They are able to use target language when taking part in certain activities and games in class. 

Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing (R) 

• Read and show understanding of simple familiar phrases, short sentences and some more complex or extended sentences. 

• Know a range of high-frequency words. Be able to pick out cognates to support them with reading and understanding. Identify key words in a sentence or short text (to 

for eg. look up) which would help them to determine the meaning 

Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary (R) 

• Use context and prior knowledge to determine the meaning of words. 

• Identify the word class of a word using a bilingual dictionary 

• Children are using glossaries with confidence and beginning to use bilingual dictionaries and online translators to find the meaning of new words such as nouns and 

adjectives. 

Read and understand  a variety of text types  (R) 

• Can access different text types to support reading (poems, playscripts, recipes, e-mail messages, web pages, weather forecasts, instructions for making something, 

letters, adverts, posters, songs, diaries)  

• Approach different text types with increasing flexibility and confidence. Read and pick out possible meanings of familiar and some unfamiliar words, phrases and simple 

sentences.  

Write phrases from memory using familiar vocabulary, and adapt these to create new basic sentences, using familiar and independently sources vocabulary and phrases. 

Manipulate language to create sentences (W) 

• Pupils can write a few short sentences using support or a model and a few short phrases from memory. Spelling is readily understandable make phonetically plausible 

attempts. 

• They are beginning to link sentences using a small number of connectives eg. and, then, but, so, because. 

• Pupils are beginning to create and write their own simple sentences by occasionally substituting other familiar nouns or adjectives. 

 



Present information, ideas and opinions in written form for a variety of audiences and purposes for eg. describing people, places and objects, writing instructions, diaries, 

poems etc. (W) 

• Write a few simple and some more complex sentences on a range of familiar topics using a model.  

• Begin to use a variety of text types to pick out ideas to support their writing eg. by identifying key words to use in their own writing. Take part in the writing of to write 

basic poems, playscripts, instructional language, e-mail messages, letters, adverts, posters, songs, diaries or presentations for eg. on computers / tablets. 

Apply  phonic knowledge of the language to support spelling as appropriate to their stage of learning / make phonetically plausible attempts when writing words (W) 

• Children link sound and spelling .They can apply a broad range of sound spelling patterns to enable them to spell familiar words more confidently and make plausible 

attempts when spelling and writing some unfamiliar words and phrases. 

Use dictionaries to support speaking and writing (S & W) 

• Children are using glossaries with confidence and beginning to use bilingual dictionaries and online translators to identify an appropriate noun or adjective they wish to 

use in writing and speaking. They are beginning to use new vocabulary researched independently and appropriate to the subject matter to put into a sentence. 

 

How Language Learning Works  
Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-
frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English 
 

 

• Understand how to substitute a noun, adjective, or adverb to adapt a sentence. 

• Use a range of adjectives in different contexts and be able to create sentences using adjectives, understanding and applying the idea of position  

• Be able to form negative sentences (and make a positive sentence into a negative one) 

• Recognise patterns in simple sentences 

• Begin to manipulate language by changing an element in a simple sentence  

• Begin to apply knowledge of grammatical rules when building sentences 

• Understand that words will not always have the direct equivalent in another language 

• Be aware of different text types in another language and their features using authentic texts (and link with English) 

• Use a bilingual dictionary 

• Pronounce / read aloud unknown words using phonic knowledge 

• Use imperative forms of some common verbs 

• Use the 3rd person of some common verbs to be able to talk about someone else 

• Use knowledge of different text types to support writing for eg. a piece of instructional text, diary, advert etc. 

• Use knowledge of different types of spoken language to speak for varying purposes eg to persuade, give instructions etc. 

• Be aware of simple verb patterns 

• Understand that word order can influence meaning 

• Expect written text to make sense  



Contexts and coverage   

 

Rabbits class 

Year and term Coverage Curriculum question 
(where relevant) 

Progression notes 

 

2024-25 
 
 
 

Los numeros 
Los colores 
El cuerpo 
La comida 
Los animales marinos 
La Gallinita Roja 
Me llamo 
Las frutas 
El tiempo 
Cuantos anos tienes 
Mi estuche 
La primavera 
Transportes 
Dias de la semana 
Greetings 
Me gusta 
Spanish-speaking countries 
 

 
Taught discretely 
(including Squirrels 
group) 

 

 

2025-26 
Autumn Term 

 
 
 

Todo sobre mi  
Los numeros 
Dias de la semana 
Otono - Autumn 
La hora 
Trabajos 

Taught discretely with 
some links to 
curriculum eg. 
Autumn 

 



Year and term Coverage Curriculum question 
(where relevant) 

Progression notes 

 

 

 

Wildcats class 

Year and term Coverage Curriculum 
question (where 

relevant) 

Focus skill areas Progression notes (according 
to year groups or existing 
musical knowledge and 

ability) 
 

2024-25 

 
 
 

 
Chinese numbers and greetings  
Creating door hangers with Chinese 
Writing for CNY 

 
Off Piste 

  
   

2024-25 Swahili – linked to learning about Africa 
Swahili greetings  
Sahili words in a text about a school in 
Tanzania 
Animal names 
 

 
How Fair? How 
Equal? 

 
   Cultural understanding – how greetings can  
   relate to cultural differences  
 
   Use different strategies to memorise words   
   (animals) 
 

 
  Used some knowledge of child in    
  class who knows some Swahili to  
 support discussion about greetings 

2024-25  
Eurovision  
Reading activity – identify the language 
you think the song will be sung in from 
using the title 
French – listen to 5 entries and give 
opinions in French and a number of points 

 
 
Off Piste 

 
    Language awareness work – identify different  
    languages 

 

2024-25 German 
 
Items in their packs (stationary) 
 
Colours 

 
 
How Fair? How 
Equal? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 



 
Karneval – days of the week 
 
Song: die Affen rasen durch den Wald’  
(question: wer hat …….?) 
Learn a range of safari animals  
Genders (m, f, nt) 
Definite and indefinite article (the and a) 
Take part in German song ‘ Wer will mit 
auf Safari gehen?’  
Questions ‘Ist das…?’  ‘Wo ist ……?’ ‘ Hast 
du …?’  
Phrases ‘Da ist ….’ ‘Ich will … sehen’  ‘ guck 
mal!’ 
Create a role play as a class 
Use model role play to create their own 
sketch in groups and film  

 
 

• Listen to and join in with authentic 
German childrens’ songs 

• Use structures learnt through games and 
song to create a short role play 

• Manipulate language by changing 
specific words in sentences to create 
their own sentences 

• Memorise and act out short sketch 

• Awareness of verb forms – habe / hast / 
hat and is / bist / bin 

 
 

Autumn 2025-26 German 
Classroom items and basic questions and 
answers incl. Wer hat..?’ Hast du…?’ 
 
Action song : Tante aus Marokko  
Der Pavian – song to consolidate some 
colours and safari animals in new context. 
Phrase – Darf ich mal …. sehen?’ 
 
Body parts incl. gender 
Song ‘ ich habe 10 Finger’  
Plural body parts 
Revision of numbers 
Create sentences to describe their own 
monster eg. Mein Minster hat zehn Köpfe, 
zwei Arme etc. 
 

 • Join in with actions in games and songs 

• Use target language (classroom items) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Copy and label (body) 

• Write simple sentences  

 
   Revisiting some vocab and  
   structures learned last year in new  
   contexts 

Autumn 2025-26 Perform a Christmas carol in Germsn  • Apply phonic knowledge learnt to 

pronounce words they read – German 

Christmas carol 

 

 

 



 


