Key elements

Wildcats (7-11 years) Academic Year 2025-26 (Dec 25 version)

Theme Texts used Text types explored Specific SPAG Purpose / outcomes
When? through this theme Comprehension
opportunities
Fantasy Extracts from Classic fantasy stories. Order a plot in sequence - Hobbit
Writing various books: Lion Witch and Punctuation
The Hobbit Study of construction / Wardrobe extracts | Speech / speech marks Write a summary of their ideas for
Autumn Lion the Witch and | features —older group their own fantasy world. Choose a
Weeks 1-4 the Wardrobe eg. beginning in an comprehension Spelling and vocabulary focus: world, choose a character, choose a
ordinary world, quest, focus (all domains) | homophones (differentiated) challenge.
(SPAG Films for story and | magic, setting out on
extended to | character reference | journey. Retrieve — key Different spellings for sound ‘k’ | My Magic system. Planning activity
week 6) : K Pop Demon details from All ages but differentiated. (who? What can it do? Cost?
Hunters, Star Wars, | Protagonists and description Spelling rules. Weaknesses?)

Pokemon.

Geronimo Stilton
(suggested by a
child)

Model writing of
each section of
fantasy story (CW)

antagonists

Characters and summary
of characters

How to skip time in a
story — techniques.

Codes

Study of JRR Tolkien.
Compare and contrast
with CS Lewis.
Importance of ‘a World’
for a language. Use of
Elvish in Tolkien’s work

Identify — use of
vocabulary for
descriptions

Eg. Hobbit and
Hobbit house

¢, k,ck,ch,que.

Etymology

Origin of words.

Focus on ch spelling of sound k
being Greek words.

Spellings for older groups.
Greek and Latin roots (older)

‘ay’ sound spellings

(younger groups) a-e, ai, ey, a,
eigh, ei, ay

Prefixes — positive to negative
dis, mis, in, il, im, ir, un

Increase the effect — strength of
meaning of words (older —
consolidation from spring 25)

My Characters. Planning activity
(Antagonist? What do they want?
What makes them powerful?
Protagonist? What are their abilities?
What are their weaknesses? Naming
characters)

The Beginning planning activity
(normal life? What is the world like?
Conflict? What happens to start the
adventure?)

The Quest planning activity (What is
the villain doing? What is the
protagonist’s quest? A setback?)

Planning and writing their own
fantasy story

Learn to have a conversation in Elvish.
Work out their name in Elvish from
meaning of names.




Mystery / Einstein Adventure and mystery Summarise main Grammar Inference. Finding clues in text eg.
fiction novel ideas —ongoing to | Tenses. how we know Einstein can understand
support part-time Writing in the past humans
Autumn Narrative children
Weeks 2-6 Themes of family and Past tense (simple past, past What might Einstein’s honks mean?
friendship Make inferences, progressive / continuous, Speech writing
Elements of humour explain and justify | perfect) and when each might
with evidence. be used. What happens next? What happens
Quotes from text. when they finally find Isaac?
Sentence structure : noun
Prediction —a phrases Book 2 : what will the next adventure
mystery story. for Einstein be? Improve on chapter 1
Focus on the man at the end of the first book.
pursing Einstein /
why Einstein is in
the country.
Local food Adverts E-mails Grammar focus Writ an e-mail home to parents asking
project Websites Adverts Writing evaluative questions for local produce
Recommendations Use and adapt adverts
Autumn Did You Know - facts Punctuation Write Did You Know facts to include in
Weeks 7-8 Recipes - instructions Bullet points to list information | brochure
Reviews Write recommendations / suggestions
Evaluations — question Write a review of a dish created
stems useful for Write questions (using Blooms) to
evaluation questions evaluate.
Write an advert for a local farm shop
for our brochure (small group activity)
Evaluation — evaluate their parklet
Detective / Hound of the Classic story adapted to Reading fluency Spelling and vocabulary focus
murder Baskervilles (comic | modern version for and Tion, sion, ssion, cian Create own rules for policing (linked
mystery classics) children including some comprehension in cious or tious (older groups) to the history of the police)
stories sections comic style. tailored groups
words ending in ‘ul’ sound. The perfect peeler - description
Autumn Comic style Deduction — Spellings il, al, el, le

meaning and




Week 6 —
week 12

Descriptive writing

Report writing incl. news
reports

Interviews
Letter writing

Diary writing

examples (linked to
Sherlock) eg.
deductions about
the ’stick man’
Inference

Vocabulary
development
(comparison of
original version to
children’s version
used)

Predication

Summarise the
main occurrences
as they arise in the
story.

Grammar

Sentence structure:

Simple sentences.

Adding preposition phrases to
expand simple sentences.
Coordinating conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions
Main and subordinate clauses
(older group)

Punctuation

Direct and indirect speech
Continued emphasis on direct
speech

Spelling

Past tense verb endings

‘ed’, when to use ‘t’, when there
is a choice eg. learned / learnt

y to ied, double consonant + ed

individual spellings according to
starting points

Interview someone who worked for
the police. Write up on their learning.

Create a warning from newspaper
cuttings

Description of travelling into the moor

Letter from John Watson to Sherlock
updating him on the case.

Diary of John Watson — create an
extract using info. from our book.

Put part of the story into direct
speech. What would the characters
actually say?

Write the speech bubbles as indirect
speech

What would Mr Stapleton suggest to
L.L to get her to write a note to Henry
Baskerville?

What happens next? (Older group)
John Watson sees the boy through the
telescope. What will he do next?

The Big Reveals
Interview (Sherlock interviews

Stapleton) Write answers to
Sherlock’s questions




Classics: Oliver Twist Biographies (Dickens) Grammar Description of characters in Oliver
Victorians Using quotes from | Relative pronouns and clauses Twist using relative clauses
incl. Charles | A Christmas Carol Classic historical fiction. the text / play to (older group)
Dickens Short version of novel for | clarify what the
Autumn children author means Spellings Match up the theme and the
Weeks Older group Consolidation — simple past description
13=16 Theatre/ plays (school; verbs
visit) Considering key Write in verbs to summarise the
themes action at the end of the Oliver Twist

You wouldn’t want | Description story.

to be a Miner in

Victorian Times Description of the first time they went

down a mine shaft

Classics: The Wizard of Oz Meet the cast Considering key Use programmes eg. the one from our
Wicked / (Usborne version) (information / themes theatre trip to write ‘meet the cast’
Wizard of Oz biographical texts) texts of children in the class in the run
/ school play | Play Script Drama / theatre / up to our school play.

The Ozian Twist Play Script acting
Autumn School Play script to be
Weeks 13-15 performed mid-January

Spring weeks
land?2

(written by CW)




