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1. Introduction 

As a small independent school we are in a unique position to offer a curriculum that is 
bespoke to the ethos, values and vision that underpin the educational experience of children 
at Dame Catherine’s. We have developed our own curriculum to reflect our passion for 
meaningful, inspiring and creative learning experiences, having given due consideration to how 
the National Curriculum might play a part. The core of this is delivered through original and 
creative themes. This is further enriched by our passion for ‘off-piste’ learning, where we are 
inspired to explore ‘in the moment’ learning opportunities that arise outside of our planned 
curriculum themes. 

We see our children as individuals, each with their own needs, strengths and interests and we 
are fortunate to have the autonomy and flexibility to tailor learning experiences to the interests 
and educational and social needs of our children, both within and beyond our Curriculum. The 
children therefore play a large part in the development of our Curriculum.  

A significant proportion of our children are part-time. As such their educational provision 
extends beyond our school curriculum. Children and parents are encouraged to share these 
experiences to further enhance our curriculum provision and provide a unique richness.  

 

2. Curriculum aims 

Our Dame Catherine’s Curriculum aims to: 

• Cultivate independent and creative thinkers: To provide a rich, creative and broad and 

balanced curriculum that encourages children to become independent thinkers who can 

https://damecatherines.org/curriculum/


 

 

 

Page | 3 

reason, create, and explain their ideas with confidence. 

• Ignite curiosity through theme-based learning: To provide a meaningful education through 

original themes that spark curiosity. 

• Champion 'Off-Piste' and spontaneous discovery: To embrace ‘in the moment’ 

learning opportunities outside the planned curriculum, allowing children's natural energy 

and real-world events to shape their educational journey. 

• Personalise learning for the individual: To use the school’s autonomy and flexibility to tailor 

experiences to each child’s unique social, emotional, and educational needs. 

• Promote a collaborative approach to curriculum development: To enable children and 

parents to play an active role in what the children learn, including by incorporating and 

valuing rich educational experiences they gain outside of school. 

• Nurture well-being: To provide a supportive setting where children feel loved and valued, 

by creating a low-stress environment. Without the pressure of rushing through targets.  . 

• Promote an enjoyment of the outdoor environment: To optimise the positive effects of 

spending time outdoors on physical and mental wellbeing and a child’s ability to learn.   

 

3. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational 
Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related 
expectations included in the Independent School Standards Regulations 2014.   

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and 
development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework. 

 

4. Roles and responsibilities 

3.1 The Board of Trustees (SMT) 

This board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its 
implementation. 

It will also ensure that: 

• A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and to ensure that children 
have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, with enough teaching time in order to 
ensure agreed requirements are met 

• Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with 
special educational needs (SEN) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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3.2 Headteacher 

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

• All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to 
offer, reflect the aims of the school and meet the needs of individual pupils. 

• The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is 
adequate and is reviewed by the governing board (SMT) 

• The school has effective procedures for assessment. 

• The governing board (SMT) is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the 
breadth and balance of the curriculum 

• Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children 
with SEN 

 

3.3 Other staff 

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. 

 

 

5. Organisation, planning and delivery 

 
Our curriculum consists of thematic units, posed as questions, which link together under an 

‘umbrella question.’  

Examples are 

• ‘How Fair? How Equal?’ incorporating learning about continents in the Southern 

hemisphere, sustainable production such as Fair Trade, the history of hot drinks such as 

coffee, tea and cocoa. 

• What Happens when the World Turns Upside Down? Incorporating revolution, the history of 

the circus, changes affecting the world, technological developments. 

• Is it all elementary or is there more to explore? Incorporating mystery stories, earth, wind, 

fire, water, weather and natural disasters  

These themes and questions are original, with two or three over the course of each academic year. 

They can be inspired by a range of ideas, for example, the children’s current interests,  a significant 

community/national or international event or in response to knowledge, understanding or skills 

which are outlined in our coverage documents. Whilst we set out with a plan – a curriculum web or 

overview for the theme – these evolve over the weeks and months; our learning often ignites new 

ideas, interests and intriguing new avenues that the children want to explore further. Our flexibility 

enables us to evolve the content of our Curriculum as we progress through our learning journey.  

We have extensive coverage and progression documents for each subject, outlining our vision for 
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each subject and the knowledge, understanding and skills we intend to cover over time. These 

enable us to provide a rich and balanced education and ensure that the children learn everything 

we would want them to, in our own unique and wonderful way. 

We send our overviews and updates on our class’s themes to our parents. Being informed about 

the learning in the different classes means that: 

• parents are able to see the ‘full picture’ of the learning taking place in their child’s class. This 

is particularly valuable for our children who attend part time. 

• parents have the opportunity to proactively contribute to the children’s learning experience, 

by communicating any expertise or experiences relevant to our learning that we may be 

able to incorporate as we move through our learning.. 

 

OUR ‘OFF PISTE’ CURRICULUM 

In addition to our planned curriculum themes, we also champion ‘off-piste’ learning at Dame 

Catherine’s. These are educational opportunities inspired by ‘in the moment’ unplanned events 

which may arise from, for example: 

• Something a child brings in, or a parent sends in, maybe a book or historical artifact 

• Learning which an individual child is involved in outside of school (in particular our part-time 

children) 

• Something said in conversation in class or during play time 

• A particular interest someone has 

• A way of addressing a specific need a child has (short term) 

• Something which is ‘in the news’  

• Something happening in someone’s life which seems interesting, such as a cultural, linguistic 

or theatrical visit 

• Something someone offers as a skill or learning opportunity which sounds good 

• Something we feel we are lacking in more short term, and generate ideas to address this 

By having no rigid timetable and no fixed length of time for our curriculum themes, we are able to 

respond and change around what we might have intended for that day or week. The success of our 

off-piste work relies on the fact that: 

• We know our children so well 

• We take time to let children contribute 

• We have good communication and relationships with parents 
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• Staff are creative and good at generating original content 

• Staff across the school have on-going conversations that enable the communication of and 

development of ideas. 

• We have good team teaching 

• We have a fun atmosphere in the classroom 

 

DELIVERY 

Being responsive and flexible in our approach to teaching and learning is a core value at Dame 

Catherine’s. Consequently, we don’t work to a specific timetable for the delivery of our curriculum.  

Whilst medium and short term planning is in place, and this is not restricted to a specific format so 

that staff have the autonomy to create a format and approach which works for their group. Rigid 

plans do not fit our school given the shared teaching roles and different school models (with part 

time children) and neither does it fit our ethos. Prioritising conversations / verbal communication 

enables us to react to, respond to and adapt any medium-term planning intentions and provide 

effective and responsive daily planning. 

We generally teach subjects through thematic units, where we will spend several days focussing on 

a handful of curriculum areas, before moving on to different subject areas for another few days, 

with subjects such as maths and English generally taught every day. This facilitates continuity and 

progression in learning through the week and a greater depth of learning in each focus subject as 

the weeks progress. We rotate subjects regularly to ensure all subjects are revisited in a timely 

manner. 

For children who flexi-school, it is our responsibility to ensure that they have a balanced curriculum, 

despite not attending full time. To achieve this, we communicate with flexi school families to 

ensure there is a common understanding regarding their ‘educational diet’ both at home and in 

school. 

Our school ensures that it provides the broad provision it needs to for children on roll at our school 

using our staff who are well-trained in specific areas as well as core subjects such as English, maths 

and science. Our leadership has a clear focus in also ensuring that we maintain a wide range of 

expertise, despite being a small school. Our flexibility and staffing ratio means we are able to 

organise our teaching and staffing so that those with specialisms can deliver these areas of the 

curriculum both for their own class, but also in other classes, where we feel this would be of 

particular value.  These specialisms include music, languages, history, creative writing, physical 

education and environmental science.  
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6. Subject information 

English 

The majority of our English curriculum is integrated into our wider curriculum work, where children 

learn to understand and create different text types in meaningful contexts, as well as develop their 

skills and understanding in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

We are a community which loves books!  A love of reading is what we aim to create alongside our 

families. Books are at the heart of our curriculum themes. We see books which have been taken off 

shelves appearing on desks, children taking time out to immerse themselves in a book. This culture 

stems from a systematic but gentle approach to teaching reading, which recognises that for some 

children it takes a little longer. We recognise that a love of literature is not solely reading but 

involves listening and much of our comprehension work is verbal in small groups. We do not rely on 

written responses to assess reading. 

Our younger children learn to read through the delivery of phonics, as well as learning 

opportunities afforded by their classroom environment and other activities. These skills are further 

developed as they move through to KS2, where reading often forms part of their wider curriculum 

learning. Not all children learn to read at the same pace, and we support all our children according 

to their own rate of development. 

We provide a lot of opportunities for children to develop their drama and acting skills at Dame 

Catherine’s. Creating our own tailored and unique plays, incorporating film using green screen 

techniques, provide a further tool to support children in building their confidence at a pace which is 

right for them.  Projects such as our annual winter production give our children an opportunity to 

‘have a go’ in a low-risk environment where they feel at home, and to take risks and dcevelop their 

skills in whatever way they choose. They also enable us to include all children in a performance, 

including those who attend on a part-time basis.  

 

Maths 

Whilst we do not follow one specific scheme for maths, resources we use support our mastery 

maths approaches and build sustainable mathematical understanding by scaffolding learning 

through three stages: concrete (doing), pictorial (seeing), and abstract (symbolic). It enables our 

children to move from physical, hands-on manipulation of objects to visual representations, and 

finally to abstract symbols (like numbers and equations). 

For our younger children, maths is often very practical to help them build a good foundational 

knowledge in the different areas of maths. 

We do not limit the reach of our curriculum according to age. It is not unusual for us to have 

children working beyond the KS2 maths curriculum and have staff who are experienced and skilled 
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in teaching beyond primary level. 

 

Science 

This subject focuses heavily on investigational skills and working scientifically, with our younger 

children exploring and interpreting their immediate world around them in order to lay foundations 

for more theoretical concepts later in their learning. We are keen to take our science learning 

outside where possible too. Whilst we ensure that we cover the content in the national Curriculum, 

we don’t tie ourselves to this exclusively as there as so many more fascinating areas to explore. Our 

children love to ask questions, so this takes us into many different areas of learning. Making a non-

Newtonian glow in the dark fluid from potatoes, cooking on a home-made solar cooker, inflating 

balloons using popping candy, creating a tornado in a bottle, making glue like the Vikings – there 

are hours of fun to be had when learning science with us. 

 

Art and Design 

We teach a broad range of artistic skills and techniques that children can apply and develop in a 

variety of contexts as they progress through the school, e.g. painting, sculpting, drawing, printing, 

sewing/weaving. They will experience the whole design process, from finding inspiration, through 

to planning a piece of work, selecting tools and materials, and evaluating their final piece. We will 

complement the skills and techniques with an appreciation of significant artists and significant 

pieces of art. Children will be encouraged to be creative, imaginative, individual and bold in what 

they create, as well as reflective and evaluative of their own and their peers’ work. We are 

fortunate to often have children from different cultural backgrounds and enjoy celebrating art from 

these cultures when opportunities present themselves. 

 

Computing and Information Technology 

We have a small number of laptops in school which are used to support learning. As children move 

to the older class, they become involved with video editing projects. Children regularly use green 

screening and become familiar with WeVideo to edit their own videos. We have microbits in school 

to support children in experiencing coding. And our younger children use programmes such as 

Scratch Junior. 

 

Design and Technology 

We believe that by giving children the skills and knowledge to create, that we can better foster 

their creativity, problem solving and independence. We encourage children to become resourceful 

and innovative and to take risks with their plans and designs. We think it is important for children 

to have the opportunity to critique, evaluate, test and revise their ideas and products, and to use 
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the work of others to support them in doing this. Our design work is usually linked to other areas of 

learning, for example making rungu sticks when learning about the Masai or making kalimbas when 

learning about sound in science. Our older children incorporate electronics into their DT work, such 

as designing electrical items for their house or parklet. We also take opportunities to incorporate 

our learning into local projects, from lantern making to textile projects such as creating poppies for 

Remembrance Day.  

Design Technology at Dame Catherine’s includes food technology. Understanding and applying the 

principles of nutrition and cooking is a vital skill for children to take away from primary school. As a 

globally minded school our creations are often inspired by other cultures. However, learning about 

the benefits of sourcing local ingredients is also important to us, and we have even created our own 

brochure full of recipes and recommendations to support this idea. 

 

Geography 

Our children will investigate places around the world throughout their time at Dame Catherine’s as 

well as physical and human processes. They will improve their geographical vocabulary, map skills 

and geographical facts, developing their own geographical curiosity through investigating, analysing 

evidence and drawing conclusions, using a range of sources. There will be a focus on learning 

through visits, themed days and benefitting from expertise and experiences within our school 

community. 

There are many challenges we face as a society and we need to support children to make sense of a 

complex and dynamically changing world in age-appropriate ways. Children are taught to connect 

with geography and we place a priority on building on children’s own experiences and those of 

others in the community together with using stimulating opportunities to develop a sense of 

wonder about new places and other people. This includes using our staff expertise and experiences, 

whether local or global. We have children and families which have diverse backgrounds and 

experiences and given that we teach in small groups, we can incorporate this into our curriculum, 

which means that will promote flexibility to support a broader curriculum than the national 

curriculum might sometimes allow for. For example, for our 5-7 year olds, we will not focus merely 

on identifying countries in the UK, but focus on countries which might hold significance to 

individuals within their specific group of children, or countries where there are current and relevant 

interests and events. 

 

History 

At Dame Catherine’s we feel that it is crucial our children to be exposed to a full breadth of 

historical periods, which include world history as well as local and UK history. We incorporate 

National Curriculum history content into our curriculum at Dame Catherine’s but we also focus on 

modern history to a far greater extent than the National Curriculum. We believe that our aim for 

children cannot be fully achieved with a narrower curriculum which focuses mainly on pre-modern 
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history and relies on secondary education to deliver a significant amount of modern history. 

We focus on lessons of the past and how they reverberate today. Not only can children learn why 

things are as they are today by learning about the past, we believe that they will be better prepared 

for the future. 

Our skills-based approach encourages our children to develop their own historical curiosity and 

understanding of why the past can be interpreted in different ways. They will learn to examine bias, 

consider different perspectives and examine sources and causality. We also enjoy learning through 

visits, themed days and benefitting from expertise and experiences within our school community. 

 

Languages  

We know from talking to many families, that children learning languages is important to them and a 

number of parents in school are fortunate in being able to communicate in more than one 

language. All children, including our 3-4 year olds, are taught languages and will experience a range 

of language learning opportunities during their primary education at Dame Catherine’s. This 

includes focused language lessons, and also other opportunities within in our specific Challenge 

Curriculum questions. Consequently, children who aren’t in school every day will gain some access 

to some language learning. We have staff who have a degree in modern languages, with language 

specialisms in Spanish, German and French, as well as staff who have the skills to teach other 

languages at a basic level – or even learn alongside the children.  

 

Music 

Music sessions are lively and interactive and influenced by the children’s interests. Children who 

play instruments are encouraged to build on their skills in school and opportunities for performing 

and extending their learning are built into the wider curriculum. Several of our staff play 

instruments and this means that we can integrate some instrumental elements into lessons. We 

also create small groups so that the children can enjoy performing with us.  

Music lessons aim to help all the children flourish in other areas of learning. We recognise that 

singing songs and dancing to music as well as contributing towards performing, has a positive effect 

on relationships and children feeling part of a community. 

We believe in providing children with as much choice as possible. As groups are small, we build 

‘making music’ sessions around the cohort of children we have in school and have the flexibility to 

incorporate small elements of tuition, for example keyboard, at various points.  

During their music lessons children will also be learning songs in different languages, celebrating 

the different cultures within the school and around the world. We also welcome visitors into school 

whenever possible so the children can listen to live music. 

Throughout their time at Dame Catherine’s children will have the opportunity to explore music of 
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many different genres and from a variety of time periods. 

 

Outdoor Learning 

This is a common interest for families to explore especially amongst our younger age groups. As a 

school, children spend a significant part of a week outside. This is through our playtimes which are 

a good length and which provide children with a good range of resources to access in their play.  

We have a spacious garden, which includes several ponds and an area that we use for camp fires. 

We love to make use of these spaces as part of play times and for learning across all subjects.   

To be hands-on in a natural environment is something which is important to our school. Forest 

schools were largely established to support children to develop confidence and self-esteem through 

this learning. For us, developing the confidence of our children is at the centre of all we do, so our 

school approach to learning outdoors is not an ‘add on’ but integral to our children’s educational 

experience at Dame Catherine’s. Our outdoor learning benefits from a staff member who has a 

degree in environmental science and practical experience in conservation and botany. 

 

Physical Health and Physical Education 

We take a holistic view of physical health and education. We value all the physical opportunities 

that our children have at Dame Catherine’s, including their extensive play times in our playground 

and in our spacious garden, their PE lessons, and the physical activity they enjoy as part of family 

life. We have. for example, an adventure playground, skates and balance bikes to support their 

development in school. With our younger children, our PE lessons focus on the development of 

core skills, including different fine and gross motor skills so that our children can participate in a 

broad range of physical activity with growing competence and confidence. These are consolidated 

as they move through the school, and we branch into different sports and competitive games. 

Children learn social and mental skills through PE lessons, including fair play, teamwork and 

resilience.  

 

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education 

Through our PSHCE at Dame Catherine’s, we develop a range of personal, social, spiritual, moral 

and cultural skills that equip children for life not just in modern day Britain but, importantly, a life 

as a citizen of a wider world. 

We take great pride in supporting children with their emotional development and well-being. Our 

children develop the knowledge, understanding, attitudes, values and skills they need in order to 

reach their potential as individual and within the community. We place great importance on shared 

and social responsibility on a local but also world level. We use history and current affairs to 

support us in exploring the changes in today’s society and provide children with a strong 

understanding of the rights and responsibilities that are part of being a citizen in today’s world.   
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Children learn to understand and respect our common humanity; diversity and differences as we 

wish them to go on to form the effective, fulfilling relationships that are an essential part of life and 

learning. In addition, our PSHE curriculum incorporates an age-appropriate understanding of RSE, 

as set in the statutory guidance, enabling all children to be safe and to understand and develop 

healthy relationships both now and in their future lives. 

 

Religious Education 

At Dame Catherine’s we provide a real breadth of learning across major world religions and 

consider their role in our community, our society in the UK and in the current global environment. 

RE lessons aim to help all the children develop their skills of enquiry, reasoned argument and 

reflection. Children will learn to appreciate the way that religious beliefs shape life and behaviour, 

develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues 

and enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  

Religious Education is taught throughout the school in such a way as to reflect the overall aims, 

values, and philosophy of the school, through our wide curriculum themes and work on learning 

about our everyday life and current affairs.  It plays an important role, along with all other 

curriculum areas, in promoting social awareness and understanding in our children. We encourage 

our pupils to ask questions about the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and 

experiences. We include and promote important values, ensuring that children are aware of their 

rights and responsibilities as UK citizens. As with all of our subjects, we encourage creativity, 

imagination, enquiry, debate, discussion and independence. 

 

See our EYFS information for any additional information about how our early years curriculum is 
delivered. 

 

7. Inclusion 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious 
targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

• More able pupils 

• Pupils with low prior attainment 

• Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

• Pupils with SEN 

• Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every subject, 
wherever possible within our broad curriculum, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil 
achieving. 
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Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons 
will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support 
pupils to take part in all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in 
our SEN policy and information report. 

 

8. Monitoring arrangements 

Trustees monitor whether the school is providing a “broad and balanced curriculum” which 

includes the required subjects, through: 

• Presentations at meetings 

• Regular visits to school 

• Individual meetings with staff and leaders 

• Discussions with children 

• Viewing key documentation such as curriculum material. 

 

The way subjects are taught throughout the school: 

• Informal and formal discussions and collaborative planning and review 

• Learning walks 

• Reviewing pupil work 

• Discussions with children 

This policy will be reviewed every 2 years by headteacher. At every review, the policy will be shared 
with the full governing board. 

 

9. Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 Assessment and feedback policies 

 SEN policy  

 Equality information and objectives 

 


