
Challenge Curriculum   

October 2025—January 2026 

Challenge 1: To what extent were children considered in Victorian England? 

History: children in Victorian times.  Roles in Victorian families. How the poor were treated. Types 

of jobs children did.  Workhouses.  Schools in Victorian times. Laws. A Victorian Christmas. 

Transport in Victorian times. 

English: Dicken’s role in making us aware about life in Victorian England. Oliver Twist 

(book and musical.)  A Christmas Carol.   

Music:  Music in the home  (parlour music and piano) Music for church (hymns and composers in 

the Victorian era e.g. Wesley) Working songs—compose an original working song. Market street cries. 

Music Hall. Composers of the Victorian era e.g. Elgar.  Rhythm and length of notes.  

DT: Victorian engineering : bridge and ship building. Photography :make a pinhole camera. Fashion: Make a top 

hat.   

Art: A journey through art styles Renaissance to Modern Art  Focus on art styles of 1800s.  

Time to consider a new perspective? 

Victorians      Dickens      British Empire     Crime, mysteries  and problems solving 

Weather and natural disasters    Human body    Villains 

These are broad areas and possible curriculum objectives, which will be  developed in more detail according to pupil interests. 

Challenge 2: Is solving crimes your superpower? 

English: Sherlock 
Holmes—graphic novel 
children’s version of 
Hound of the Baskervilles  
(older children). Descrip-
tive writing, Inference. 
Report writing. Factual 
accounts.  

Sherlock Bones 

Solving Crimes is not my Superpower 
(possible class reading book) 

Detective Stanley and the Mystery at the Mu-
seum  - graphic novel (younger children) 

History: codebreaking WWII. Morse code 

Problem solving: Secret codes. Mystery puzzles. Decod-
ing puzzles. Murder mystery in school. Escape rooms. 

Puzzles and 
Games:  

Cluedo 

Sudoku 

Wordle 

Challenge 3 : Should we all listen to Ee-

yore? 

Eeyore said “A little con-

sideration and a little 

thought for others, makes 

all the difference.’ 

PSHE: what does consid-

eration mean? How can we consider other people 

and what happens when we don’t? 

Importance of considering different viewpoints 

and accounts. How to determine whether sources 

are reliable.  

Considering animals e.g. from the viewpoint of a 

cat.   Charities e.g. Children in Need.   

Online Safety and media: real or fake? Bias. 

Confirmation bias.  Conspiracy theories. 

RE: Sikhism. Core beliefs. The principle of Sarbat 

da Bhalla  (for the welfare of all). How Sikhs strive 

to fulfill their spiritual purpose and contribute to a 

just and unified world  

Art: perspective drawing. Art appreciation. Opin-

ions of different styles 

Challenge 4?  Where would we be without our emergency services? 

History: history of the police, ambulance service, fire brigade.  

Policing in Victorian times.                 First Aid  

Careers:  which jobs are important in emergencies .          

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1VDKB_enGB1027GB1027&cs=0&sca_esv=9594ada01a48a169&q=Sarbat+da+Bhalla&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj857OusO2PAxWOQkEAHcT7C9oQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfAtL_6ng7O3XgVDAgVbdhBEM9DuyPmT6KZjAh50tqcRtD5rxkwfqfUqZuoe6SfXYw0AYKeaEg1wL0FADN1Y9glT3
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1VDKB_enGB1027GB1027&cs=0&sca_esv=9594ada01a48a169&q=Sarbat+da+Bhalla&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj857OusO2PAxWOQkEAHcT7C9oQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfAtL_6ng7O3XgVDAgVbdhBEM9DuyPmT6KZjAh50tqcRtD5rxkwfqfUqZuoe6SfXYw0AYKeaEg1wL0FADN1Y9glT3


These are broad areas and possible curriculum objectives, which will be  developed in more detail according to pupil interests. 

Subjects which might also be taught discretely: 

PE: Autumn 1: Netball  (there is generally a change every half term)            Languages: German  

Maths: This various according to age. we will update when we start new maths themes.   

English: We have an English focused session every day, usually linked to our chosen texts. In writing, we might 

concentrate on a specific writing purpose e.g. persuasion or reporting, but we ensure variety over time. Children 

are taught a variety of reading skills such as retrieval, inference, prediction and vocabulary expansion. Handwrit-

ing and spelling practice / rules are taught discretely and respond to individual points in a child’s learning. Gram-

mar, where possible, is integrated into English sessions rather than discrete sessions. 

Challenge 5: What happens when the weather turns wicked? 

Geography: devastating weathers. What are Tornados , cy-

clones, hurricanes, typhoons. Where in the world do they hap-

pen more frequently? 

Science: make a tornado in a bottle.  

English:  The Wizard of Oz (young reader versions) 

                     The Danger Gang (possible class reading book)                                                                                                                                                                                           

                     Wicked—theatre and film  (characters, plot, playscripts, themes) 

PSHE:  popularity. Beware of following the crowd. Following your own path. Popular culture 

Music:  songs from films and theatre 

Challenge 6? Are we nearly there yet? 

Geography: map read-

ing. Location tracker 

puzzles 

English: Chitty Flies 

Again (class reading 

book).  Giving and fol-

lowing instructions  

Film and music: Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.  

History: what followed the Victorians? 

Challenge 7:  How has the British Empire 

shaped our culture? 

History and geography: a brief history of the Brit-

ish Empire.  Which countries were part of the Empire?

Heroic and villainous moments in our history. Imperi-

alism and the spread of democracy.  Commonwealth. 

SMSC: what is 

culture? What is 

British culture? 

 

Challenge 8: mysteries and myths of the human body—what does the science say? 

Science: skeleton, bones and muscles, organs, heart, and circulation and blood. Make a model of a blood cell.  

The digestive system. Modelling—making poo 

Keeping healthy. Immune systems. 

Exploring some myths e.g. going outside with wet hair makes you ill, only 
boys can be colourblind. How do we check our evidence? 

English: reading—cartoon books such as ‘Mysteries of the Human Body’ and 
‘A Day in the Life of Poo, Gnu and You.’ Blood Bones and Body (Horrible Sci-
ence) 

Languages: German—parts of the body. Roleplays about being ill. 

 


