
Challenge Curriculum   

February—May 2025 

Challenge 1: What Lies South of the Equator? 

Geography: significance of the Equator, Tropic of Capricorn and Cancer. Comparison of Northern and 

Southern hemispheres.  Connection between the equator and the tropics and rainforests.  

Location of Continents and countries.  Time Zones 

Comparison of Wealth. GDP.   

Maths:  statistics / graphs. Link to comparison of wealth   

R.E.: major world religions in the Southern Hemisphere.  

Science: magnetic forces 

Geography and science: Antarctica.  The Emperor Pen-

guin. (Penguin evolution, adaptations to the cold, life cycle, food web, climate change.)  

How Fair? How Equal? 

Key Focus areas 

      The Southern Hemisphere (African and South American countries)       Rainforests                         

Fair Trade          Chocolate and coffee     Myths and legends    Equality  

These are broad areas and possible curriculum objectives, which will be  developed in more detail according to pupil interests. 

Challenge 2: What stories are told 

in or about countries in the south-

ern hemisphere? 

English: African myths and legends 

Polynesian myths and legends—Maui  

Inca myths 

Legends of the Amazon e.g. Piraruchu 

El Dorado and the search for gold 

Paddington in Peru 

 

Challenge 4: What makes a child happy?  

PSHE and Citizenship, Education for Social Responsibility:  

What is happiness? What makes a child happy? Core values which lead to happy and fulfilled lives 

Human needs, human rights, children’s rights, .  

Understanding each other,  our wonderfully wired brains 

Considering the differences between equality and fairness.  

Games:  Sloths and Kraken.  Games from other countries e.g. 
Dudo (Peru).  

Music: Importance of music in different cultures. How music 
makes us happy.  

English: Stories of Children who Changed the World 

Challenge 3?  What would a Rainforest 

Adventure look like? 

Geography: location of the rainforests. Why it 

rains so much. Features of rain-

forests. Layers of the rainforest. 

Science: plants and animals of 

the rainforests 

Light: how light travels and is re-

flected into the eye. Shadows. 

English: Rainforest animals 

(poetry) 

Education for Social Re-

sponsibility, Geography, 

Science, why are rainforests shrinking? Defor-

estation. Alternative energy sources. 



These are broad areas and possible curriculum objectives, which will be  developed in more detail according to pupil interests. 

Subjects also taught discretely: 

PE: sessions will continue in the village hall, in the playground or on the Grange ( usually on Wednesdays) 

RE: Judaism ( continuing on from our work on Bible Stories and Ancient Egypt) 

Languages: German 

Maths: we will update when we start new maths themes.  

Challenge 5: How have civilisations changed in South America? 

Geography: countries below the Equator. Physical features. Natural resources, land use and trade. 

Geography: the Amazon River.  

History: ancient kingdoms and civilisations. The Incas. 

                   Explorers of the Amazon 

Geography / History:  the people of the Amazon, comparison with today. 

Geography / History:  Easter Island and the Rapa Nui 

Languages: Portuguese and Spanish—how similar are they? Basic greetings etc. 

English: non fiction texts ( a variety of children’s books about the Amazon 

and South America 

Possible text for older children: Journey to the River Sea or My Name is River 

Challenge 7? What about a hot drink? 

Geography: where in the world are chocolate and 

coffee and tea grown. 

History: the story of chocolate, Origins of chocolate 

and how it first came to Europe. 

DT: how chocolate is produced. 

Link with fairtrade. 

Discover the world of chocolate 

with a visitor who works in the 

chocolate industry.  

Project: design a chocolate bar and 

wrapper  (Wednesdays in February 

with Maddie) 

English: The Great Chocoplot 

(whole class story) 

Variety of non-fiction texts 

Challenge 6?  What would you write in a letter 

to Africa? 

Geography: countries of Southern Africa. Compari-

sons, key features. Focus on 2 or 3 countries includ-

ing South Africa and Tanzania. 

Social Moral Spiritual, Cultural: explore life of 

children (family, school, home, pass times) in some 

countries in Southern Africa. 

English: Letters to Africa 

Yours Sincerely Giraffe  (main text 

for younger children) 

Music: African instruments, music 

and dance. 

Science: sound (linked to above) 

Challenge 8:  How can we be fairer to ourselves and others through our food choices? 

Education for Social Responsibility, citizenship, geography:  Fair Trade 

Food and climate change.   

DT: revisit our 2021 cookbook.  

Can we develop and add some recipes (e.g. from the Southern Hemisphere?)  


