
Autumn 2025  

Planning for 3-4 year olds (Squirrels) 

Theme:- Transport  

Main Question: How do we get from A to B? 

 

Q1) Land, Air or Sea? 

Books- Once Upon a Journey, We all go Travelling by, Special Delivery.  

Focus-Types of transport, ways to travel, past and present. 

 

Q2) Who ya Gonna Call? 

Books- Emergency! 

Focus- Emergency vehicles and people who help us. 

 

Q3) Is it a Bird, is it a Plane, no it’s Superman?  

Books- Batman, Supergirl, Superman, Paw Patrol, Bob the Builder, Tractor Ted. 

Focus- How superhero’s and cartoon characters travel. 

 

Q4) When is it Safe to Cross? 

Books- Think! Road Safety, Go Safe with Ziggy. 

Focus- Road safety, road signs. 

 

Q5) What Makes Things Move? 

Books- Wheels, Forces, How our Body Moves. 

Focus- Wheels and cogs, forces and energy, healthy bodies. 

  



Pre-school 3-4 year olds (Squirrels) 
Ideas of activities to explore further through our questions. 

                                            
 Personal Social and Emotional Development 

 
    How Do You Get from A to B?

 

Initial discussions to gauge interest and knowledge and understanding 

around the topic 

Group, carpet time to name as many different ways to travel 

Road safety-being a safe pedestrian and passenger in a car. 

THINK! Road Safety, Be Safe with Ziggy, Supercats Road Safety, 

Road safety scenarios, games and quizzes 

Emergency vehicles and people who help us 

People you can trust 

Healthy bodies 

Snack-tember, Food a fact of Life 
Physical Development Communication and Language 

Riding different vehicles, races, obstacle courses 

Car wash-large scale, outdoors 

Threading vehicles 

Transport stencils 

Transport playdough cutters 

Transport colouring, tracing, dot-to-dots 

Large racing car and aeroplane jigsaws with wind up vehicles 

Tyres plus other large-scale equipment to build and create vehicles 

The traffic light game 

Healthy bodies 

Different ways to move our bodies 

Movement songs- Heads, shoulders, Knees and Toes, One Finger One 

Thumb Keep Moving 

Yoga 

Dancing 

Parachute games 

Books- Choo Choo Clickety Clack and Emergency! -new vocabulary 

(describing words) 

Songs and rhymes-Down at the Station, Row Row Row Your Boat, The 

Wheels on the Bus, A Ford Escort, The Aeroplane Song 

Focus book- Once Upon a Journey 

Describe your journey to school 

Describe your journey to a different place, for example a holiday 

Naming ad labelling parts of vehicles 

Naming body parts 

 



 

Literacy Mathematics 

Non-fiction books transport related including ‘Transport’ by Dorling 

Kindersley and ‘Wheels’ by Frances Ridley 

The Owl and the Pussycat- Edward Lear 

Counting syllables in transport themed words 

Initial sounds of transport themed words 

Rhyming with transport themed words 

Road traffic signs 

Writing train tickets, airport boarding passes, garage receipts, cheques, 

parking tickets, medical info. in role play areas 

Focus book- Once Upon a Journey by Nick Butterworth 

Twinkls Phonics Scheme for extended preschoolers 

Transport themed jigsaws 

Sorting and categorising vehicles 

Counting wheels, windows, doors, passengers 

Parking vehicles in their corresponding, numbered space-small and 

large scale 

Size ordering vehicles 

Route planning-coding, distance and direction 

Why are wheels round? Investigating 2D and 3D shapes and how they 

move-roll or slide? 

Speed limit number recognition 

Weighing parcels and baggage 

Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

Thomas the Tank Engine, Paw Patrol, Tractor Ted, Bob the Builder, 

Rosie and Jim, Jimbo, Postman Pat 

Visit from: a police officer, fire engine, tractor, pilot. 

Trip to the Great Central Railway Nottingham? 

British Motor Museum-Gaydon? Crich Tramway Village? Aeropark? 

Construction toys and kits with wheels and cogs, marble run 

Forces-floating and sinking, pushes and pulls, gravity, speed and 

direction, ramps and slides 

Balloon cars, paddle boats, wind up vehicles, parachute toys 

Information PowerPoints and educational video clips 

Possible areas of interest for further development- pirates/woodland 

and nocturnal animals/space travel 

Music Express-Move in Moving Shoes pg12, Bicycle Counting Pg42, 

When We’re on the Farm Pg48 

Songs -Pink Floyd: I’ve Got a Bike, Queen: Bicycle Race, John Denver: 

I’m Leaving on a Jet Plane, The Monkees: Last Train to Clarksville. 

Gladys Knight and the Pips: Midnight Train to Georgia, Harry Dacre: 

Daisy Bell, The Beatles: Drive my Car, Joni Mitchell: Big Yellow Taxi, 

Gary Newman: Cars, Kylie: The Locomotion, The Beatles: We all Live 

in a Yellow Submarine. 

Role play and small world-carwash, garage (spk to J’s dad), airport 

(P’s dad), train station, farm, construction site, police station, fire 

station, hospital, post office  

Build and create model vehicles and tracks with a varied selection of 

construction toys and blocks 

Junk model submarines 

Musical instruments to create sound stories 

Car and train track painting 

Wheels and cogs printing 

 



        
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

 


