
 

 

 

 

 
 
As the school year draws to a close, we wanted to send out a huge thank you to our wonderful 
parents for their incredible support over the year. We had such heartwarming and moving 
comments come into school over last week, and, after a long and tiring year, these helped us to 
recognise what rewarding and worthwhile jobs we have.  
 
We wanted to end the year by sharing some highlights from our full half term. 

 
End of Year News 
 
Rabbits visit 
The Rabbits group had a day at the National Forest Adventure Farm earlier this month. Staff were 
very proud of how brilliantly the children behaved. The soft play centre and slide were very 
popular (with the adults too, it seems), as was the giant pillow. The children particularly enjoyed 
the tractor ride to hunt for some famous sheep.  

 
 
Squirrels (and Squabbits) visit 
The Squirrels were invited to Hero Town in the last 
week of term, a play centre in Melbourne. We 
really appreciate their ‘free of charge’ invites as 
they are a nice opportunity for parents and staff 
to spend a little time together as the children role- 
play away. 
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Wildcats activity days and sleepover 
Each year, we try to provide an opportunity for our older children to have 
an extended time away from parents. This year, we linked a day trip to 
the Alpaca Farm in Burntwood and a day’s walk / local visit to Staunton 
Harold together with a sleepover in school for those children who 
wanted to join. Lots of memories were made, including a late-night 
monopoly game (which seemed to start again at 6am) and dancing and 
singing along to the Hannah Montana movie (where we all wondered 
why Chris knew the songs so well). What was nice was that there was 
something for everyone over the 2 days. We also saw just how much our 
children love animals (there was some hugging going on). 
 

 

 
 
 
Paddington’s World Wide Wander 
Thank you so much to everyone who helped to make this 
event a huge success. Staff and the children worked hard to 
put this event together and had a lot of fun coming up with 
their creative ideas.  It was fantastic to see how this was 
integrated into the learning, especially in Rabbits class, with 
the handwritten messages to Aunt Lucy and the art work for 



the postcards. Thank you to some of the 
Wildcats children who created the 
welcome signs and laid out and manned 
the stations. The food tasting seemed to 
go down well – even the pickled herring 
for some. Not only was this a lovely event 
for the families to spend time together 
towards the end of term, but as a 
sponsored event, it also raised money 
which the school will use to provide 
resources for the children. Thank you so 
much to Bria for pulling everything 
together and to all the friends and family 
who kindly donated. A phenomenal 
£1,120 was raised! 
 
 
At the moment, our priority for this money is predominantly for play equipment, as we are 
continually needing to replace this. The first was purchased straight away (a new slide, which we 
can also use for our water slide events when it is hot and which we put to use 2 days later!) 
 
 
Car boot and table top sale 
 
On Saturday 4th July, a number of families joined us for our first car boot and table top sale in the 
village hall. The children who came along had an absolute ball, buying up bits and pieces, with 
Chris’ Pokémon cards being particularly popular. Thank you so much to parents who supported 
this, whether by bringing children along, having a stall, or cooking breakfast sandwiches in the 
kitchen. We managed to raise around £600 at the event. 
 
 
Leavers visit to Sheffield 
 

Earlier this month, our leavers (year 6) had a 
special day out in Sheffield. We celebrate in a 
different way every year, trying to tailor what we 
do around the children who are leaving. This 
year, the 3 leaving us have been with us for a 
long time (between 4 ½ years and 9 years.) They 
have all spent their Wildcats years together, 
including many school visits. So, what better way 
to spend their last visit together than a day in a 
city, trying foods, shopping, and doing a 
workshop at the National Videogame Museum.   

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Wildcats end of year and leavers day family event 
(Wednesday 16th June) 
Wildcats celebrated their end of year in a big way last 
Wednesday. Mai cooked an amazing roast dinner in the 
village hall for the class, then children were joined by 
parents in the garden around 5pm. The children certainly 
took control of the evening (some have taken a shine to the 
microphone), warming up the garden crowd with their own 
choice of songs and dance moves, before performing our 
leavers songs, including their own version of ‘Everybody 
Wants to be a Cat.’  Feather boas came out again, the cats 
were on top form and Cupcake (the cheetah) 
made his final appearance on screen, before 
delivering delicious cupcakes for all.   
 
 
It was an emotional evening, saying goodbye to 
children who have played such a special role in 
the school for so many years. Everyone joined in 
a traditional leavers story – this year Chris told 
the story of the Wildcats’ search for El Dorado.  
 
 

 
 

Fundraising and events 
 
As many of you will be aware, our school community has benefited from the incredible work of 
our Dame Catherine’s Arts team, which has run an annual Art Exhibition over the August Bank 
Holiday for over 30 years now. This event has made a significant contribution to our fundraising, as 
well as being an opportunity to bring community members together over the week. This year, we 
have made the difficult decision not to run this event. One of the biggest contributory factors is 



the need to prioritise a major renovation project in the Wildcats classroom (which is part of the 
gallery), and it is the only time of year during which such work can take place.  

Knowing this work might be likely, the school has worked hard on a range of events this year. We 

try to balance events so that they involve the school community, but also bring in support from 

outside of the school community. These events have included ‘A Sky Full of Stars’ in autumn, a 

quiz in March, the village fete in May, and this month the car boot sale and Paddington’s World 

Wide Wander. Together, these events have raised close to £7,000. We want to thank everyone 

who has supported these events, and especially our fundraising group.  

 

Well done 
 
We are sure that you will all want to join us in saying congratulations to 
Josh on his graduation, which took place this week. He has worked 
incredibly hard to gain his Degree in Education over the past few years, 
whilst also working at Dame Catherine’s. Well done, Josh!!! 
 
 

Reminders and notices 

Love coffee? Or want a special gift for 

someone?  Jaymie, one of our parents, spent an afternoon 

with our Wildcats class this term, teaching them about coffee 

beans. The children were lucky enough to experience beans 

from different countries, before choosing their beans and 

creating designs to contribute towards a label. Thank you so 

much to Jaymie for supporting the school by providing the 

school with 20 pouches of our specially designed coffee and 

putting together the fantastic label too.  

The coffee went on sale at the car boot sale and end of year Wildcats event. We still have 5 

pouches left. If anyone would like to buy one, the cost is £10. All money comes to the school.  

 
Remember our amazing school performance back in 
January? Chris has put together the live filming and 
the pre-recorded film clips and the whole 
performance is available on USB stick. Anyone who 
would still like a copy, please talk to a member of staff 
at school (donations of £5). 

 
 

Dates for your diary 

29th July, 7th and 19th August – activity days (a few places remaining - please contact Bria to book) 

Thursday 4th September 2025 - first day back for children. 


