
                            English curriculum 5-7 year olds 

                              Academic Year 2022-23 

Autumn Term (Key elements) 

Theme Texts used Text types explored 
through this theme 

Specific 
Comprehension 

opportunities 

SPAG Outcomes 

On-going 
reading 

60 Second Reads Fiction 
Non-fiction 
Poetry 

Various covering 
vocabulary, 
sequencing, 
inference, fact 
retrieval, prediction 

Writing answers 
provides on-going 
opportunities for 
the application of 
knowledge of 
phonics, grammar 
and punctuation. 

Whole class and small group reading. 

On-going 
reading/writing 
activities for 
Rainbow 
Challenges 

   Various activities 
where children use 
their knowledge of 
phonics, spelling 
rules, grammar and 
punctuation to 
complete tasks. 

Learning to spell (their name, days of 
the week/months of the year, HFW). 
Phonics and reading games/tasks. 
Grammar activities. 

Bears (theme 
week) 

Always There Bear 
 
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 
 
We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 
 
Teddy bear face biscuits 
recipe 

Fiction 
 
Non-fiction (recipe) 

Understanding the 
narrative of the 
stories. 
Sequencing events 
Understanding how 
personal belongings 
can be special. 
Following 
instructions. 

Writing their 
names, applying 
phonic and 
punctuation 
knowledge to 
sentences about 
their teddy bear. 

Pictures and descriptions about their 
own teddy bear. 
 
Role play to re-rell a story. 
 
Making biscuits following a recipe. 

What Would 
an Alien Think 

Super Duper You 
 
Only One You 

Fiction 
 
Caption writing 

Understanding the 
narrative of the 
stories. 

Writing tasks that 
provide on-going 
opportunities for 

Creation of own pages for a ‘Super 
Duper Me’ book 
 



of Planet 
Earth? 

 
Beegu 
 
Question Time (poem) 
 
There’s An Alien in Your 
Book 

 
Rhyme 
 
Labelling 
 
Poetry 

Identifying key words. 
Using illustrations to 
help interpret 
character’s feelings. 
Understanding new 
vocabulary. 
Sequencing events. 
Identifying rhyming 
words. 

the application of 
knowledge of 
phonics, spelling 
rules, grammar and 
punctuation. 

Generation of ideas of how to be a 
good friend, how to make people feel 
welcome. 
 
Hot-seating to encourage empathy 
with character’s perspective. 
 
Story maps. 
 
Rhyming monster poem. 
 
Writing their own version of pages 
from the ‘There’s an Alien in Your 
Book’ book. 

Halloween 
(theme week) 

Gustavo the Shy Ghost 
 
Pick a Pumpkin 

Non-fiction 
 
Fiction 
 
Poetry 

Understanding 
explanations. 
 
Similes. 

Writing tasks that 
provide on-going 
opportunities for 
the application of 
knowledge of 
phonics, spelling 
rules, grammar and 
punctuation. 

Group fact sheets. 
 
Writing about what makes them 
happy. 
 
Simile poem. 

Football World 
Cup 

World cup posters and 
powerpoint presentations 

Non-fiction Understanding and 
applying new 
vocabulary. 

Writing tasks that 
provide on-going 
opportunities for 
the application of 
knowledge of 
phonics, spelling 
rules, grammar and 
punctuation. 

Group posters. 

Christmas 
production 

Around the World in Just 
One Day 

Play script Understanding new 
vocabulary. 
 
Understanding 
dialogue and action. 
 

 Learning parts for school play 
 
Rehearsal and performance of school 
play 



Speaking with 
appropriate 
expression/intonation 
according to the 
dialogue/action. 

 

 

Spring & Summer Term (Key elements) 

Theme Texts used Text types explored 
through this theme 

Specific 
Comprehension 

opportunities 

SPAG Outcomes 

On-going 
reading 

60 Second Reads Fiction 
Non-fiction 
Poetry 

Various covering 
vocabulary, 
sequencing, 
inference, fact 
retrieval, prediction 

Writing answers 
provides on-going 
opportunities for the 
application of 
knowledge of phonics, 
grammar and 
punctuation. 

Whole class and small group 
reading. 

On-going 
reading/writing 
activities for 
Rainbow 
Challenges 

   Various activities 
where children use 
their knowledge of 
phonics, spelling rules, 
grammar and 
punctuation to 
complete tasks. 

Learning to spell (their name, days 
of the week/months of the year, 
HFW). 
Phonics and reading games/tasks. 
Grammar activities. 

Weekly 
handwriting 

    Weekly session for practising letter 
formation and applying within 
words 

What Makes 

for a Great 

Adventure? 

(Spring & 

Summer 

The Most Magnificent 
Thing (Ashley Spires) 
 
Hike (Pete Oswald) 
 

Fiction 
Non-fiction 

Following and 

understanding a 

fictional narrative, 

understanding 

Writing tasks that 
provide on-going 
opportunities for the 
application of 
knowledge of phonics, 

Pieces of writing that use evidence 
from the text to justify ideas and 
answers, to give predictions. 
 
Fact sheets about Dame Ellen 
MacArthur/Sir Francis Drake 



curriculum 

challenge) 

Jack and the Flumflum 
Tree (Julia Donaldson) 
 
Facts about explorers 
(Dame Ellen MacArthur, 
Sir Francis Drake, Sir 
Edmund Hillary, Amy 
Johnston) 
 
The Story of Ferdinand 
(Munro Leaf) 
 
The Little Matador 
(Junian Hector) 
 

emotions/behaviour 

of characters 

Identifying key words. 
Using illustrations to 
help interpret a plot 
and characters’ 
feelings. 
Understanding new 
vocabulary. 
Sequencing events. 
Using dates to put 
facts in chronological 
order. 
Understanding and 
using information 
presented in note-
form 
Making predictions 
Comparing 
similarities between 
texts set in Spain 
Exploring parts of a 
story 
(problem/resolution) 

spelling rules, grammar 
and punctuation. 
Development of 
vocabulary, use of 
connectives/adjectives. 
Identifying rhyming 
words 
 

 
Comparative sentences identifying 
similarities/differences between 
explorers. 
 
Explanations for characters actions 
 
Identification of character traits 
 
Book review 

Chinese New 
Year 

The Great Race 
(traditional story) 
 
Dragons in the City 

Fiction 
Poetry 

Following and 

understanding 

fictional narrative. 

Sequencing events. 

Understanding 

cultural significance. 

Writing tasks that 
provide on-going 
opportunities for the 
application of 
knowledge of phonics, 
spelling rules, grammar 
and punctuation. 
Captions and speech 
bubbles. 
Acrostic poem. 

 



Easter Easter-themed story 
starter 

Fiction Following a story 
plan. 
Being able to 
understand what has 
come before in a 
story in order to carry 
it on 

Fiction writing about 
an Easter egg hunt that 
goes wrong! 

 

Off piste Story dice Fiction Idea generation/story 
creation 

Application/checking 
of 
punctuation/grammar, 
encouraging use of rich 
vocabulary, purposeful 
word choices. 

Whole class shared story writing 
 

 


